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ABSTRACT 



A questionnaire designed to obtain information about 
English in the two-year college is presented. Specific objectives 
include: (1) to identify and study the unique problems of the 

two-year college and the ways in which the National Council of 
Teachers of English (NCTE) and the Conference on College Composition 
and Communication (CCCC) may assist teachers with these problems, (2) 
to prepare articles, bibliographies, and reports dealing with the 
teaching of junior college English for publication in ''College 
English" and "CCC Journal", and (3) to make recommendations to the 
executive committees of NCTE and CCCC concerning action which might 
be taken by both organizations to improve the teaching of English in 
the two-year college. In addition to the questionnaire addressed to 
the English Department Chairman, a questionnaire for staff members is 
included. (For related document, see ED 013 604.) (CK) 
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Dear English Department Chairman,, 

Last spring the Executive Committees of the LaLional Council of Teachers of 
English and the Conference on College Composition and C crrmuni cat i on voted to 
appoint a ocmmiittee on "English in the Two-Year College". Its purpose is (a) to 
identify and study the unique problems of the two-year college and the ways in 
which NOTE and CCCC may assist teachers with these problems ; (b) to prepare articles ^ 
bibliographies , and reports dealing with the teaching of junior college English 
for publication in College English and CCC Journal s and (c) to make recommendations 
to the Executive Committees of LCTE and CCCC concerning action which might be taken 
by both organizations to improve the teaching of English in the two-year college. 

The committee has been at work for a number of months and is now trying to 
obtain information about English in the two-y^ar colL-gs through a question! iaire* 

Vie earnestly request that you cooperate v/ith us by giving serious attention to 
the enclosed copy of the questionnaire. The amount of time and effort required to 
answer so lengthy a document will be well compensated by the profile of English 
in two-pear colleges which v;e will be able bo construct from such information 
obtained fro/:: English department chairmen* Please help us in preparing this report 
which will be made available to you in the pages of College Englis h and CCC Journal » 
Such a report should be of ines tlrmble value to us all in enabling us to see how 

our work lines up with English instruction in other junior collages. 

«■ 

We would also like for you to indicate or, tne back of the questionnaire any 
projects or experiments beiny conducted in your calleye which could be described, 
or reported, under the auspices of this ccerditec* for publication in the official 
publications, 

Alony vdth your questionnaire you will find a separate packet containing 
question airos for your staff. We have tried to estimate the size of your staff 
by a formula involving the total staff and student body and have one questionnaire 
for each five no.-bars of your staff. If you have a teacher who has a ?h,3. decree 
in abolish, vre would like for him to answer one questionnaire , If you have a 
teacher who has a ?h,j, decree in education ox- an ad. 3,, wo would like for him to 
answer one questionnaire. If you have a teacher who has an If. A, and many years 
experience in junior college English, wo would like for him to answer one question- 
naire. 'Will you please distribute the rest of the questionnaires to other indi- 
viduals who will yive us helpful answers? We are trying to yet a representative 
view of faculty opinion/ and v;s can get it only vdth yeux’ help . 

Please yive us your time and effort in this endeavor which we hope will 
contribute to the ir'.pr overrent of Wnylish instruction in our type of college . 




Sincerely pours. 
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CGviiZTTLS CN ENGLISH IK THE TLVCMEAE COLLEGE 
Questionnaire for English Department Chairman in the Two-Year College 

I. GZIHRAL 



Type of College 

1. (Check as many as are appropriate) „ Is your college 

a* coeducational? d # private (endowed)? 

girls only? _____ 
boys only? _____ 



b* 

c. 



e # private (religiously affiliated)? 
f, public (tax supported)? 



carried on in conjunction vdth a high school? 



h* 


carried on in con, 


i* 


indepencler 


tfcly orge 


j* 


primari ly 


technic* 


k. 


primarily 


agricul- 


1, 


primarily 


general' 


n* 


organised 


on the i 


n* 


organized 


on the c 


o. 


organised. 


on the 1 


ir 


college offc 


r cours: 



a, days only 



o* evenings onxy 



: c. ootn 



d. evenings vdth credit j e, evenings vdthout credit 

f . evenings both vdth and vdthout credit » 
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8. Admissions policy 

3* Do you admit all high school graduates in your area? Yes ___ No ^ 

km If Yes * is tills required by law ; Voluntary ? 

5# If the answer to 3 is No, please describe briefly the basis of 

selection, giving navies of tests and specific critical scores where 
you can. 



lit ENGLISH CUHTilCULA 

A* Placement in English Composition 

6, Do you place students into various levels of composition 

(such as, remedial, honors , etc. ) at the point of entrance? 

Yes No 

7* If Yes, into how many levels do you place them? Please name the levels 
Level Percentage in level 

a . , __________________ 

b. _________________ 

c . 

d. _ 

e. __ ___ 

£ * 

1 

If there is a difference in procedure for entering evening students, please 
indicate on the back of this page# 
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If you answered 
as possible the 
critical scores 
is the student 
it read^ etc.? 



Yes to question 6^ please describe in as much detail 
method you use, giving the names of tests and specific 
where possible. If you use an essay,, ho w much time 
given for v/Titing* what type of topic is used^ how Is 



9# Is there anything that you can say about the nature of your student 
body which perhaps affects placement into various levels? If so, 
please describe (this might include such things as ethnic groups, soclo 
economic status^ or anything you feel is of significance.) 
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B. The Regular College English Course (for college transfer credit) 



10* Which of the following is a part of your regular English Composition, 
course, and to what degree? (Check as many entries as are relevant). 



Mechanics (including grairrar) 


none 


little 


s ome 


niucr' 


consi- 
i Parable 


Writing 
(1) Expository 












(2) Argumentative 








- 


(3) Narrative 








i 

i 


(4) Descriptive 








I 




Reading 

(I) for analysis and meaning 












(2) as a model for writing 












Imaginative Literature 












Logic and Argument 


! 










Library Ro. search 

(1) formal research paper 










(2) casebook 




; j 




(5) other (explain on 
back of page ) 






i 






General Semantics 










— — — 


Rhetoric (problems of 
s t yle ^ organ! z at i on ^ 
and content ,3 










Speech 1 












Others (explain on the 
back of this page) ' i 




i 




'l 





We are referring to the first course in what is usually a year's sequence 
(English 101), Questions on the second part of this sequence (English 102) will 
follow. 
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11 . 



If grammar was stressed at all in 10, what approach do you 
generally favor? 



a* traditional 



b e structural linguistic ___ 

c, s one combination of the two ___ 

d. transformational (generative) grammar 



12* If you checked lib. 



d, please 



describe how linguistics is used. 



13. You probably checked writing in 10* How many pieces of writing do you 
generally expect a student to produce in a given worm? 

a* Approximate number of papers ______ 

b. Of these , 

(1) Written in class 

(2) Written out of class 

(3) Approximate lengthy in class 

(4) Approximate length, out of class 

Ilf* (a) If you checked IQd, is the treatment of Imaginative literature 
departnentally prescribed? 



Yes 



No 



(b) If Ho, does each instructor decide for himself what titles and 
typos to assign? 



Yge 



No 




e 



i 



(c) If No, please explain 



(d) Could an individual instructor decide to cr.iit imaginative literature 
entirely? 



Yes 



No 



(e) If Yes, would the omission violate general departmental policy? 
Yes ______ No _____ 

15. Do you have a syllabus for the regular English course? 

Yes No _____ 

16. If Yes 

a. How was the syllabus prepared? 

(1) by a cor.un.ttee ______ 

(2) by the staff as a whole 



(3) by an individual with released, thru 



(4 ) by an individual ’.dthout released time 

(5) by the chairman 

(6) If by another method, please explain * 
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b. How often is the syllabus revised? 

(1) whenever the need is felt _____ 

(2) at regular intervals ____ 

(3) yearly 

(4) rarely _____ 
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0 m 



[■no Is rospo. 



iblo for revision ox the syllabus? 



(1) a committee 

(2) the staff as a whole 



(3) an individual with released time 

(4) an individual without released time 

(5) the chairman ____ 

(6) If another, please explain 



d. If you have no syllabus, what method clo you use to maintain 
some uni t y wi t h i -i t he cou vs e? 



17. 



a. 



Please describe briefly your method of evaluating student achievement 
at the end of the regular English course. 
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b. Approximately whfit percentage of your students in the regular inglish 



course receive ; 



,/i 



Grade Percentage 

A 

B ' 

C 

■ B _____ 

F 



If your school deep not give grades op an. A - F s 
system plus percentages 6 n the oack ox this page. 



F scale j please indicate yohr 
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IS* What teaching methods do you use? C Check as many as apply) 



(a) Lecture ___ 

(b) Discussion 

(c) Lecture and discussion 



(d) Audio-Visual 

(e) Team teaching ___ 

(f) TV 

(g) Programmed learning 

(h) Other Here please describe in as much detail as you wish 

any method used in ycur department that may be of interest and 
value to other departments. You may vdsh to use the back of this 
page. 
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19. Materials 

(a) Please list the texts currently adopted for the regular English 
course in your department. 

( 1 ) 

( 2 ) _ 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

( 6 ) __ 

(b) Does your staff make use of materials produced within the departmen 
(ditto, mimeograph, visual, etc , j ? 



Yes _____ No 

(c) If Yes, please describe, especially, anything you think original 
and likely to be of help to others* 
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C» The second half of the regular English course (English 102). 

20, ',/hich of the following is a part of your advanced regular 3 
and to what extent? (Check as many entries as are relevant) 



3 
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Mechanics (including grammar) 


none 


little 


SO K 


L9 much 


considerable 


Writing 

(1) Expository 






i 






( 2 ) Argumentative 




r~ 




(3 ) Narrative 








(4) Descriptive 










Reading 

(1) for analysis and meaning 












(2) as a model for writing 












Imaginative Literature 










Logic and a rgument 










Library research 

(1) formal research paper 










(2) casebook 


] 






(3) other (explain on 
back of page ) 










C-eneral Semantics 






1 






Rhetoric (problems of 
style J organisation , 
and content.) 












Speech 












Others (explain on the 
back of pa.^e . ) 


L 


1 . 









on 



^ If your school is/a quarter system, you may have an organization different 
from that assumed hero , If you think the difference would be of significance 
to us, please explain on the back of this page. 
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21. You probably checked siting in 20. How many pieces of siting do 
you generally expect a student to produce in a _ given term? 

a. Approximate number of papers ____ 

b. Of these, 

(1) v/ritten in class ____ 

(2) 'Written out of class 

( 3 ) Approxbaate lengthy in class _____ 

(4) Approximate lengthy out of class _____ 

22* (a) If you checked 20d, is the treatment of imaginative literature 

departmentaily prescribed? 

Yes _____ No 

(b) If Mo, does each instructor decide for himself vrhat titles and 
types to assign? 

Yes ____ No ___ 

23. Do you have a syllabus for the second part of the regular English course? 

Yes No _____ 

24* a* Please describe briefly your method of evaluating student achievement 
at the end of the second half of the regular English course. 



b. Approximately vrhat percentage of your students in the regular English 
course receive: ^ 

Grade percentage 



A 

B 

G 



D 
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If your school does 
system plus percent; 



not 



F 



give grades on an A-F scale, 
on the back of this page. 



please indicate 



2 



your 
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25. What teaching methods do you use? (Check as many as apply) 



(a) Lecture ___ 

(b) Discussion ___ 

(c) Lecture and discussion 

(d) Audio-Visual ___ 

(e) Team teaching 

(f ) TV __ 

(g) Programmed learning 

(h) Other __ Here please describe in as much detail as you wish any 
method used in your department that may be of interest and value 
to other departments* You may wish to use the back ox this page* 



26. Materials 

(a) Please list the texts currently adopted for the second half ox the 
regular English course in your department, 

CD * 

(3) _ 

(4) __ 

(5) 

(6) . 

(b) Does your staff make use of materials produced within the department 
(ditto,, mimeograph, visual, etc , ) ? 

Yes _____ No _______ 

(c) If Yes, olease describe, especially, anything you think original 
and likely to be of help to others. 
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27. What English courses are required for graduation from your school? 

a. Only English 101 ___ 

b. Only English 101 for a certificate 

c . English 101 and 102, even for a certificate 

d. English 101 and 102 for an A, A. degree 

e. Other If other, please explain? 



Dp The Honors Sections 

28* Vihen students score very high scores on your placement tests (if you 
have such) do you 

(a) exempt them from freshman English? 

(b) place them in an honors section? ■ 

(e) place them in the regular program? ___ . ... 

29* If you checked 28b ^ please describe how your IV .tors program differs 
from the regular program either in method or in materials * 
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30* a* Does your Method of evaluation of achievement in the Honors pr ogram 
at the end of the course differ from .the Method used in the regular 
course? 



Yes No 

If Yes* please explain* 



b # Approximately wha 1 . percentage of your honor students receive 



Grade percentage 



A 



? 



B 



? 



C ? 

D ? 

F . . ? 



2# Remedial English 

LI * B * It is entirely possible that your college has more than one level of 
remedial English* and these may not always involve stressing the sane things* 
nor v/ould they necessarily have identical objectives ( e*g * some nay lead 
to terminal programs . ) The variety of patterns is so great that these questions 
cannot iDOssibly probe each individual one. VJhsnever a question is ambiguous 
for your college* and you feel you have some important distinction to make* 
please make the distinction for us on the back of the page or on an attached 
sheet. 
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31. 



O 
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Vfnich of the following is a part of 
and to what degree? (Check as many 



your remedial English course (s), 
as are reXevani)^ 



Grammar 


minor minor 


* mino] 


r major 


% major major 










/Jriting 

(l) Expository 










( 2 ) Ar gurae nt a t i ve 








- 


(3) Narrative 










(4) Descriptive 










Heading 

(i) for analysis and meaning 










(2) as a model for writing 










Imaginative Literature 


j 


i 






Logic and /J\r£ umont 










Library research 

(1) formal Research “paper 






* 




(2) casebook 










(3) other (explain on 
back page) 










General Semantics 


' 








Rhetoric (problems of 
style $ organisation ^ 
and content,,) 










Other (explain on back 
of this page*) 






1 





1 If you have more than one level of remedial courses * and your answers 
for each level differ, please indicate the areas of difference on the back 
of this page* 



16 



- 16 - 



32 . 



a. Does the grammar presented to remedial students differ In any way 
from that presented to regular students? 



Yes 



No 



b. If Yes^ please explain. 



33 * How does the kind of writing and the level of achievement expected differ 
from that in the regular course? 



34* 



How do the kinds of readings and their trsatrnen 
in the regular course? (Are they simpler* dealt 



differ from what is dene 
with less thoroughly* etc; ) 
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